Introduced by Council Member Morgan & Co-sponsored by Council
Member Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-414
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF WENDELL P. HOLMES, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in the pantheon of Jacksonville’s civic leaders, legendary and epic figures, Wendell P. Holmes, Jr., was a charter member; there is an array of superlatives that could characterize Wendell Holmes, the man and civic leader extraordinaire; through his life’s devotion to education and community service, Wendell Holmes epitomized the spirit of Walt Whitman: when I give, I do not give a little charity; when I give, I give myself; Wendell Holmes’ life was illustrious; he touched many and we are all the better  for having been in his midst during his time with us;  and

WHEREAS,
born on February 10, 1922
in Brunswick, Georgia to an educator and a mortician, Wendell Holmes, from his earliest days, would see his life intertwined with the importance and power of education, the strength of spirituality and the promise of entrepreneurship; his mother was a Fisk University graduate and music teacher, father a mortician and grandfather a pastor; and

WHEREAS,
when Wendell Holmes studied and earned  a Bachelor of Science degree at Hampton Institute in 1943, he embarked on a lifetime relationship with Hampton University that has been characterized as a “Holmes Family Affair;” he courted and met his wife at Hampton Institute; his son, daughter and grandchildren would all become Hampton alumni; for 37 years, he served on the Board of Hampton University, 9 as Chairman; as former president of the National Hampton University Alumni Association, he recruited hundreds of students to attend Hampton; Wendell Holmes was the recipient of the Hampton Virginia Centennial Medallion Award; for his dedicated service to  Hampton, the university’s Board of Trustees named a new men’s dormitory in tribute to Wendell P. Holmes, Jr.; in the words of Hampton’s President, Dr. William Harvey, “His love, support and loyalty to Hampton University and me were boundless.  He was a mentor, role model and friend”; and
WHEREAS,
after service in World War II, Wendell Holmes met and joined Alphonso West; the two of them worked at Whittington Funeral Home in LaVilla and subsequently went into partnership and created Holmes and West Funeral Home in 1956; in 1984, Wendell established Wendell Holmes Funeral Directors and became one of the top funeral directors in Jacksonville; he retired in 2009; and

WHEREAS,
of an exceedingly rich and all-encompassing legacy that Wendell Holmes amassed, education in Jacksonville will always be paramount; he loathed segregation, particularly in the schools because he viewed quality education as fundamental for success; entering the fray after the 1954 Supreme Court ruling to desegregate schools, he relentlessly appeared at school board meetings eloquently imploring the board and the City to improve educational opportunities for Jacksonville’s black children; he made history when, in 1969, Wendell Holmes, Jr. became the first African American Duval County School Board member; his service on the Board for 23 years, 4 as Chairman, saw education transformed with standards being raised and magnet schools being created; and
WHEREAS,
Wendell Holmes, Jr. was widely acclaimed in his lifetime for his dedicated public service, generosity and leadership: he was the recipient of the Champion Award from Independent Colleges and Universities of Florida; the Distinguished Service Award from Florida Association of Colleges and Universities, the Jacksonville Regional Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Citizen of the Year, the First Coast Business Hall of Fame; he served on the boards of the Jacksonville Urban League, the NAACP, the Ritz Theatre and LaVilla Museum; Bethune-Cookman College, where for 27 years he served on its Board of Trustees, 11 as Chairman, bestowed on him an Honorary Doctorate of Law Degree; Dr. Wendell Holmes, Jr., was a devoted, active member of Ebenezer United Methodist Church; lastly, and most importantly, Dr. Wendell Holmes was a loving family man, whose wife, Jacquelyne, son Wendell III, daughter, Carolyn Nesmith, four grandchildren were the center of his universe; all of our lives have been enriched for having known this beautiful, magnificent man; we mourn his passing as we celebrate his life; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby mourn the passing of Dr. Wendell P. Holmes, Jr., and extends its deepest sympathy to his family friends and colleagues at this time of bereavement.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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